Once Upon a Time…by Herndon Davis

LINCOLN VISITS THE EMPIRE

A

braham Lincoln visited Kansas territory, of which at one time Colorado was a part, in December, 1859. His tour included Atchison, Elwood, Troy, Doniphan (then a booming river town) and Fort Leavenworth, where John Wilkes Booth was to play the same month, four years later. Leavenworth welcomed Lincoln. The area had been having drought and he spoke of the struggle to uphold life and liberty in Kansas.


Lincoln came from pioneers. His grandfather was killed in his Kentucky wilderness home in 1876, and his uncle, then a lad of 14, killed one of the Indians in self-defense.


At 23, Lincoln became a captain of volunteers in the Black Hawk war. The oath was administered by Lieut. Jefferson Davis, mustering officer of the U. S. Army. The war over, Lincoln walked over 200 miles home and received a bonus of $125 in 1833.


Eighty-six years ago today, Lincoln died. He had a conference, his last, April 14, 1865 with Schuyler Colfax, who, Lincoln had arranged, was to start west the next day to Colorado and California with a message to the miners of the Rocky Mountains and the coast. The message was reported in the press of Central City, Colo., June 1, 1865, upon Colfax’s arrival.

The Denver Post – April 14, 1951
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BULLDOGGER EXTRAORDINARY
H

anging on the wall of the old office and store of the 101 ranch at Ponca City, Okla., is a photograph of one of the greatest bulldoggers of all time – the man to whom some attribute the invention of the art itself – Bill Pickett. He was a Negro, born in southern Texas about 1860.


Bill was an all-‘round hand, bronco-buster and roper, but he excelled in bulldogging. Other bulldoggers leaped from the saddle to the horns of a running steer. This Pickett did too, but there the similarity ends. After downing the animal, he would then grab the steer’s upper lip in his teeth, let go with his hands! In this fashion he held the animal.


The ranch formed a circus and wild west show and traveled
throughout the U. S. and Europe. In 1908 the outfit played Mexico City. Zach Miller, the boss, laid a wager of 5,000 pesos that Pickett could hang onto the horns of a fighting Spanish bull for five minutes. Pickett stayed six!


He died April 2, 1932, from injuries received while roping a bronco. He is buried on the ranch he loved and served so well.

The Denver Post – May 9, 1951
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JESSE CHISHOLM’S TRAIL

T

he federal government moved the Five Civilized Tribes from east to west in 1817 and built Fort Smith, Ark. Jesse Chisholm, his mother, partly Cherokee; his father, a Scot with much influence in the Cherokee Nation, came with the first contingent from Tennessee. They moved to Arkansas territory (now Arkansas and Oklahoma), a wild country full of angry Osage Indians.


Young Jesse learned fourteen dialects and became a great scout. The government depended upon him to guide troops over trails, negotiate the return of lost children from the Indians and to lay out new roads.


He married the daughter of one Edwards who had a trading post in the heart of the Oklahoma wilderness near Ryan. In 1867 Chisholm attended a great meeting of 15,000 Indians and many celebrated whites at Medicine Lodge, Kan.


While operating a trading store in what is now Wichita, Kan., Chisholm blazed south into Oklahoma a trail which connected with an older one from Texas, later to be known as the Chisholm Trail, immortalized in song, story and legend.


The headstone over his weed-covered grave near Greenfield, Okla., reads: JESSE CHISHOLM

BORN 1805            DIED MARCH 4, 1868             NO ONE LEFT HIS HOME COLD OR HUNGRY

The Denver Post – 1951

